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Many CSOs believe that the state is cooperating only with those who are ideologically aligned with 
it, or even creating its own CSOs. Traditional roles and relations of the state and CSOs are enduring 
in this regard despite increasing levels of cooperation in the field. The response to Syrians by the 
state and civil society is prompting renewed questions about what position civil society should 
hold in relation to the state. The policies of the government to regulate CSO activities, such as 
AFAD’s expanding role, EYDAS and accreditation, are regarded as an infringement of the relatively 
autonomous space of non-government aligned CSOs. 

Syrian and local CSOs have the potential to ease the inclusion process of Syrian refugees through 
their activities. However, the relations between these institutions remain quite problematic. 
Hierarchical relationships, language barriers and cultural differences are listed as the main traps 
blocking higher levels of cooperation. Considering that these civil society actors, both Syrians and 
locals, are a microcosm of society in general, these problems are likely to be a barrier to future 
inclusion in wider contexts as well.

To conclude, the arrival of Syrians has exacerbated many existent problems in Turkey, such as the 
question of education in the mother tongue, social security systems, and the placement of minority 
groups within society. It has also raised questions about the role of civil society in relation to the 
state, and whether the manner of its evolution is occurring along new, or existing lines. Arguably 
the civil society response constitutes a definitive moment for its galvanisation, motivation and 
shape, but this must be considered in the context of the suspicions about the government use of 
CSOs as a tool of engineering in their political framework. The entrance of Syrians into a stratified 
community is prompting power negotiations between different actors over the terms of dealing 
with them, and these areas of contestation are indicating ways in which the state reflex is in place 
and ways in which civil society is attempting to respond on its own terms. 
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