
Factsheet: 0.7% aid target  
 
Definition  
 
In 1970 developed countries agreed to give at least 0.7% of their gross national income in 
aid. Overseas Development Assistance (ODA) is given by governments and other agencies 
to support the economic, environmental, social and political development of developing 
countries. It is distinguished from humanitarian aid by focusing on alleviating poverty in 
the long term, rather than a short-term response. About 80-85% of development aid comes 
from governments. The remaining 15-20% comes from private organisations. Most ODA 
comes from the 23 members of the Organization for Economic Cooperation and 
Development’s (OECD’s) Development Assistance Committee (DAC).   
 
Key facts  
 
The commitment to give 0.7% of national income in aid was first made in 1970.  
 
In October 1970 the UN General Assembly adopted a Resolution including the goal that 
“Each economically advanced country will progressively increase its official development 
assistance […] and will exert its best efforts to reach a minimum net amount of 0.7% of its 
gross national product […] by the middle of the Decade.”1 DAC members generally accepted 
the 0.7% target, at least as a long-term aim, with some notable exceptions: Switzerland – 
not a member of the United Nations until 2002 – did not adopt the target, and the United 
States stated that it did not subscribe to specific targets or timetables, although it 
supported the more general aims of the Resolution. With the revised System of National 
Accounts in 1993, gross national product was replaced by gross national income (GNI), an 
equivalent concept.  
 
Only six countries have ever met the target, and the OECD average has never exceeded 
0.4%.  
 
Sweden became the first country to meet the target in 1974, although on revised GNP 
figures, the achievement was postponed to 1975, by which year it was joined by the 
Netherlands. Norway and Denmark reached it in 1976 and 1978 respectively, and all four 
countries have consistently met it since. Finland achieved it once, in 1991. Luxembourg 
reached it in 2000 and continues to do so. But no other DAC country has met the target 
since it was established, and the weighted average of DAC members’ ODA has never 
exceeded 0.4% of GNP. 
 
Sweden, Norway, Luxembourg, Denmark and the Netherlands have all reached or 
exceeded the 0.7% target.  
 
Sweden, Norway, Luxembourg and Denmark have also exceeded their own national targets 
(of 1%). Korea, Greece and Japan all give less than 0.2% in aid, while the US and Italy give 
0.2%.  

                                                        
1 “International Development Strategy for the Second United Nations Development Decade”, UN General 
Assembly Resolution 2626 (XXV), 24 October 1970, paragraph 43 



 
 
 
Conclusions and recommendations  
 
While 0.7% was originally conceived as a minimum commitment to the poor, rather 
than a limit, few donors have consistently allocated more than 0.7% of national income 
to aid. The uncertain economic climate for many donors suggests that the target may 
continue to elude many of them, although the UK is among governments that have 
reiterated their commitment to hitting 0.7%. In addition to the quantity of aid, quality is 
also important. As well as keeping their eyes on quantitative targets, donors need to 
strive to enhance transparency and accountability, to ensure that all aid that’s spent is 
as effective as possible. The International Aid Transparency Initiative is a key tool to 
enable them to do this, and to help others hold them to account.  
 
 
 


